Sad Plight of Greedy 


A hunter killed an elephant and cut out his precious teeth. 
Meanwhile, a snake came there and bit the hunter, who fell 
down, crushing the snake also. Earlier when the elephant fell 
down, arabbit was also crushed. 

A jackal came there and saw hunter, elephant, rabbit and 
snake all lying in front of him. He became very happy as this 
food would last for months. Jackal was very greedy. He saw 
the hunter’s bow also lying there. It’s gut was of animal’s 
intestines. He decided to first eat the gut and then eat other 
animals. As he chew and cut the gut, one end of the bow hit his 
mouth, with great force. Jackal died on the spot. Due to his 
greediness, jackal lost his life. 

Greed results in destruction. 
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Truely Entitled 


Once God sent a representative on earth to find out as to 
how many devotees are entitled to be admitted to heaven? 

He came here and prepared a list of thousands of devotees 
and priests. On his way back, he saw a blind person standing 
on the crossroad (Chauraha), with a lantern to guide the 
people. The representative did not take any notice of him. 

When God saw the list, he found the name of blind person 
missing. Rejecting the list, he explained the principles of true 
entitlement. Only that blind person was found to be truely 
entitled. Though he was not doing any prayer or worship, yet 
by guiding the passengers in darkness, he was actually 
helping God in proper management of the world. 

To help others is the easiest way to reach upto God. 
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Farmer’s Palace 


A farmer and his wife were going to their field. Wife 
was looking at the grandeur of king’s palace and , 
remained behind appreciating and thinking 
something. 

Farmer called her—“Why are you wasting 
time ? Our palace is hundred times better 
than this palace.” 

King overheard this and called 
both before him. He asked—“Well, 
where is your palace ?” 

Farmer 
replied—“Our field, 
which is full of 
greenery and a . 
nourishing crop, (e—] VW HN \o 
that feeds many \‘ere! fl 
persons. Do your 
palace possess this 
quality?” King was 
ashamed. 

Only that person 

or thing is worth 
appreciation, which is 
beneficial for others. 
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Generosity made him Great 


Even small incidents of life make a person great. 

When Napoleon was just a boy, while playing, he collided 
with a girl. That poor girl was carrying a basket of fruits. Due 
to collision, her basket fell down in a drain and fruits were all 
spoiled. She thought that her master will punish her and will 
also withhold the daily wages. She started weeping. 

Napoleon first thought to run away but looking at the 
pitiable condition of the girl, stayed on. He took her to his 
home and promised to pay the cost of fruits. Reaching home, 
he told everything to his mother and requested her to pay the 
cost of fruits to the girl. Mother believed in discipline, but was 
reasonable. There was shortage of money also. After due 
consideration, she said—“Money will be paid to the girl but for 
one and a half months, Napoleon will not take his breakfast to 
repay the amount.” 

Napoleon happily agreed. To fulfil his promice, he 
remained without breakfast for one and a half months. Such 
generous and dutiful persons become great in life. Even hard 
decisions of parents are in the interest of children and give 
them good Sanskars. 
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10 
Beware of Wickeds 


Once a Pandit took bath in river Ganga and started 
worshiping on its shore. An alligator came out of river and 
placed a necklace of pearls before him. Pandit was very much 
pleased and blessed him. 

Alligator said—“Dev ! I have now become old and want to 
die at Triveni Sangam. I have hundred such necklaces which 
I will donate there. I may not reach there alone. If you kindly 
guide me to Sangam, I will donate my treasure to you.” 
Pandit agreed. Alligator asked him to sit on his back and 
swam towards Sangam. 

When they reached in the middle of the river, alligator 
smiled and said—“Greed makes a person blind and he is not 
able to calculate the consequences.” 

He overturned and Pandit started sinking. Alligator 
easily consumed him. 

It is always better to be aware of wicked and cunning 


persons. 
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A young man went to meet the God, 4, 
with a gift of a Raymukut and a sword. 
He wanted to meet God in seclusion. 
Guards at the gate checked him and 
said—“Brother ! Where is the need 
of Rajmukut for God ? He himself 
is supreme controler of this 
universe. He also does not 
need a sword. He is Veda, 
embodiment of all 
knowledge, with which he 
cuts all obstacles in one’s 
life. If you have anything 
else, please tell us.” 

While these talks were 
going on, that person saw 
an old man stumbling. He 
was about to weep. Young 
man ran upto him and 


f\ 


consoled. He thought to enquire 
from God as to why helpless 
persons are so distressed? 
Now, when he returned to 
the gate, guards were not 
there to stop him. Since he 
had a_ benevolent 
mission, he had the 
authority to meet 


God. 
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Weak Roots 


One night, there was a violent storm. Hundreds of large 
trees fell down. Many small trees though survived, were badly 
confounded. In the morning, sun rays came to the earth, saw 
the perplexed plants and asked—“Children ! Why are you so 
alarmed?” 

Young plants replied—“Deviyon ! Just see; our so many 
elders are lying there. They have been uprooted by the storm 
in the night. Someday, we may also be in that position.” 

Rays smiled and said—“Come and see. These trees have 
been uprooted as their roots were weak. If your roots are 
strong, no storm can harm you.” 

Similarly, human beings lead pitiable life since their roots 
are weak. When all the animals of a forest, who have no 
resources, lead a healthy and happy life, why man is always 
weeping? Bad tendencies of selfishness, lust and ego always 
trouble him like demons of graveyard. If good Sanskars are 
deeply rooted in a person, such things can never effect him. 
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Useless Customs 


A cat used to live in the hut of a Sadhu. She was very 
playful and jumped here and there causing disturbance in his 
meditation. 

Sadhu found a way out. Whenever he sat in meditation, he 
tied the cat with a peg. Thus he was not disturbed in proper 
meditation. His disciples saw this and guessed that by tying a 
cat nearby one’s religious reverence is fully rewarded. After 
the death of old Sadhu, they all tied cats near their seat of 
worship and started meditation. Thus, they followed a new, 
but useless custom. 

Similarly, we also follow 
many useless customs, 
which must be discarded. 
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Guru’s Teachings 


Guru ordered his disciple to meditate on Ganesh and 
Kuber at the same time. He tried his best but could not do so. 
When he imagined about Ganesh, Kuber was not there and 
when the thought of Kuber came, Ganesh was out of mind. He 
told all this to his Guru. 

Guru smiled and said—‘“Selfishness and benevolence 
can’t go together. Worldly cravings and God both cannot be 
obtained. If one is involved in worldly affairs, how can he pray 
properly ?” 

Such a complex principle was explained by him in very 
simple words. 
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Breeze and Storm 


Once storm and his younger sister breeze were talking. 
“Don’t you want to be powerful like me ?” asked storm. When 
he got no reply, he further said—“See, when I come, news 
spreads far and wide. People guess from the symptoms even 
before my coming. I play with the waves of ocean and throw 
them high all around. People lock themselves inside the house 
while birds and animals run to save their lives. I uproot 
thatched roofs of weak houses and even strong houses are 
badly shaken. Do you not wish to be as powerful as Iam?” 
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Breeze of pleasant Basant listened all this and without 
replying moved on. Seeing her, rivers, lakes, forests, fields all 
smiled. Many flowers bloomed in gardens, which looked like 
colourful carpets. Whole atmosphere became aromatic and 
birds played with bushes. Everywhere life became happy and 
energetic. 

By his deeds, breeze showed her power to storm. Great 
men also lead life like breeze. They spread fragrance of their 
knowledge and make the world happy and beautiful. They 
prefer greatness to power and are always respected. 
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Egoistic Dust 


Once there was a storm which raised dust high in the sky. Dust of 
ground was flying everywhere in the sky and became egoistic. She 
screamed—“Today there is none as high as I am. I have covered 
everything and have spread in all directions.” 

Clouds heard such egoistic words of dust and laughed. Soon it 
started raining and dust fell down on earth with water. Atmosphere 
was totally cleaned and dust was not visible anywhere. 

Earth saw the dust flowing with water and asked —“Dear! What 

have you learnt from your rise and 
tee § fall?” 


Dust replied—“Mother 
earth ! I learnt that one 
should not have any ego, if 
he gets success. One, who 
becomes egoistic certainly 
falls. Intoxication of ego does 
not last long. Its adverse 
. effect comes soon 
_) before a person. 
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Craving for Wealth 


A king had a great desire to become the wealthiest person of 
the world. Once a great enlightened sant came to his palace. 
Whatever he said, always proved true. He was pleased with the 
grand welcome and asked the king about his desire. 

King hurriedly said—“Whatever I touch may become gold.” 
Sant granted him this boon. 

King became very happy, Now he could convert everything 
into gold by simply touching it. But, even food, fruits, water etc 
also became of gold, just as he touched them. Hungry and thirsty 
king was greatly disturbed and repented—“In the hurry to 
become wealthy, what have I done?” 

King’s daughter came to him. She also became of gold, when 
he tried to take her in his lap. 

Unlimited desire of wealth is always painful. Everything 
should be done with prudence and due consideration. 
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Well Mannered Boy 


Four village women were pulling water from a well. Turn by 
turn, they tied their pitcher with the rope and pulled water 
from the well. When one was busy, others looked around. They 
were also talking about their sons and praising their qualities. 

One woman said—“My son is a melodious singer. Someday 
he will be honoured by the king.” Second one said—“My son has 
a very healthy body. Someday, he will beat all wrestlers of the 
state.” Third said—“My son is very intelligent and always tops 
in the class.” Fourth stood quietly and said—“My son is an 
ordinary village boy”. 
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By this time, all the four boys were returning from the 
school. One was singing, other was jumping and third one was 
reading a book, while walking. This proved their qualities. 
Fourth boy came, touched the feet of all four ladies and saluted 
them. He took his mother’s water-filled pitcher on his head 
and proceeded towards home. 

An old man was sitting near the well. He detained the 
ladies and said—“This fourth boy is the best. He is well 
mannered and respects all. Due to this quality, he will be loved 
and blessed by everyone. He will always progress in life. 

Well mannered behaviour makes the future bright. 
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First change Yourself 


A seven year old boy was being beaten by her mother. A 
neighbouring woman came and saved him. When asked, his 
mother told that he had stolen mangoes and money from the 
temple. 

The other woman very lovingly asked the boby—“You area 
very good boy. Only bad boys commit theft. Why you did so?” 

When asked again and again, he said sobbing—“Mother 
also takes out half of uncle’s milk daily and wants us not to 
tell anybody. I have committed theft for the first time.” 
Mother felt highly ashamed. 

Actually atmosphere at home is greatly responsible for 
character-building of children. To have cultured children, one 
must first change his conduct. Parent’s behaviour must be 
clean, loving and cooperating 
because it has deep effect 
on child’s tender mind. 
He gets good or bad 
Sanskars from his 
surroundings. 

Parent’s good 
conduct makes 
the child good. 
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Babies learnt to Fly 


A bird (Garuda) made his babies sit on his back and took 
them to a safe place where they picked grains in the day and 
returned home in evening. This continued for several days. 
One day, Garuda said—“Babies, now you have grown well 
and try to use your wings to fly.” 

Babies did not care and said to each other—“My father 
takes us safely on his back. Why shall we take the pain of 
flying?” Garuda was watching their weakness carefully. One 
day, when they were flying high in sky, Garuda pulled back 
his wings. Both babies fell down. Now they had to flutter their 
wings and managed to survive. They realized the need to 
learn flying. 

In the evening, they complained to their 
mother—“If we had not fluttered our wings, 
father would have killed us.” Mother 
bird laughed and said—“Babies ! 

Those who do not learn 
themselves and don’t 
become self-dependent, 
they can be taught in 
this manner. Children 
must stop to depend 
upon parents and do 
their work themselves. 
This is in their own 
interest.” 
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Faithfullness 


A king had four ministers. Three were flatterers while fourth 
was far-sighted, prudent and frank. 

After king’s death, first minister constructed his memorial with 
precious stones. Second one got jewels and diamonds embedded in 
it. Third one placed gold lamps in the memorial. Fourth minister 
developed a dense garden around that memorial. 

Money spent by the three minister was wasted as after 
sometimes thieves took away all valuable things from the 
memorial. But the garden bloomed producing flowers and fruits to 
all. Passengers rested under the shadow of trees. Gardener’s family 
also lived there. They used to give to passengers fruits to eat and 
water to drink. Knowing about the history of this garden everybody 

praised the far-sightedness and 
faithfulness of the fourth 
BR. minister. 
D>... Planting trees is 
always considered as 
<a most pious duty of 
man. Trees not only 
give us fruits, 
shadow and wood, 
they also purify 
the atmosphere. 

Scriptures 
declare tree 
plantation as the 

greatest virtue. 
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Don’t expect Help from Others 


A kind rabbit had several friends and he expected that they 
will help him when need comes. Once some fierce dogs chased him. 
He ran to the cow and said—“You are my friend. Please hit these 
dogs with your sharp horns.” 

Cow took it casually and said—“This is time to return home. 
My calves would be waiting, so I can’t stay here.” 

Then rabbit approached horse and said—“Friend ! Please take 
me on your back and save me from these dogs.” Horse said—“I 
cannot sit and how will you be able to climb over my high back?” , > 

Rabbit requested the donkey—“Brother, I am in trouble. 
Please kick the dogs with your legs to save me.” — said— qu 
get late for home, my owner will beat me. I am goin ni a 
will help you when I am free”. ' 

He went to goat but she also said—“Go away 
from here. I will also be in trouble with you.” 

Rabbit realized that one should not expect 
help from others. Problems can be overcome _ 
by own efforts. He ran and hid behind a 
dense bush to save his life. 
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Miracle of Cooperation 


Mahatma Isa was going with his disciples to some village and 
stayed at a place in night. They felt hungry but they had only five 
breads with them. Problem was how to satisfy their hunger. 

Isa solved the problem—“Make small pieces of these breads 
and put in a plate. Each one of you eat one piece at a time. Thus, 
all of you will get equal food.” 

Disciples followed his advice with full reverence. They got 
equal amount of food and felt their hunger satisfied. They 
said—“It is a miracle of Gurudev.” 

Isa said—“No, this is miracle of your goodwill and 
cooperation. By selfish scramble this could not be possible. 
Where there is goodwill and family cooperation, God’s help is also 
available.” 

A family having love, affection, goodwill and cooperation is 
like heaven on earth. 
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Cunning Businessman 


Once a businessman prayed before the deity and said that 
this time he will offer half of the profit to him. Deity accepted 
his request. Cunning businessman started business of 
coconut, almond and chestnut. He offered their barks before 
deity and took himself edible seeds. 

Deity laughed and said—“You will always get similar 
partners in business as you have done with me.” That 
cunning businessman now repented on these words of deity. 
He regreted for his deceitful conduct with deity and promised 
not to be cunning and deceitful in future. 

Always remain true and honest to your soul and God. 
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Don’t follow Blindly 


Two youth lived in a village. They were good friends and 
always lived together. Once they accompanied a rich man, who 
was going to his in-laws. It was their first chance to have 
company of arich person so they observed everything minutely. 

It was hot season. In the night arrangement for sleeping 
was made in open area. Water was sprinkled to cool the earth. 
Cots were laid there and thin Chaddars were given to cover the 
body during sleep. The two friends considered this to be a 
symbol of richness. 

After few months, they were on a visit to their in-laws. Here, 
they asked for similar arrangements and slept in open. But now 
it was winter and they caught pneumonia. They were 
hospitalized and with great difficulty, their life 
was saved. 

Those, who blindly copy others suffer 
like these fools. One must always use his 
wisdom and prudence to decide what is 
right and what is wrong. 
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Why to be Miser? 


A Mahatma was very much pleased with his disciple. He 
gave him a philosopher’s stone (Paras) for seven days and 
said—“Iron becomes gold if touched by this stone. You can 
make as much gold as you wish. After seven days, it will be 
taken back.” 

Disciple became very happy and thought that now his 
poverty will vanish. But he was very miser. He wanted to 
collect cheap iron in a large quantity. At the shop, he found 
that iron was not enough and was costly also. Due to his 
miserliness, he visited several shops and several places but 
was not satisfied. The search for cheap and enough iron 
continued and the period of seven days expired. Paras was 
taken back. He could not make even an iota of gold. 

Miser persons are always at loss. 
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Lion and Jackals 


Lion and few jackals cooperated to kill a stag. Its flesh was to 
be divided among them by the lion. He cut the stag into three 
pieces and said—“One piece is to be deposited as tax in treasury 
and one is mine as I did great labour to kill this stag. As for the 
third piece, it will go to the winner of combat. So come and fight 
with me.” 

Jackals quietly slipped away. Lion consumed the whole stag. 

Moral of the story is that, friendship of cunning persons is 
always harmful. It must be avoided. 
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Fold your Legs 


Once Akbar, Birbal and others were sitting in the court. 
To test their intelligence, Akbar called for a sheet of cloth that 
was little short of his length. He asked them—“Tell me the 
method to cover my body with this sheet, without increasing 
its length ?” 

When all failed, Birbal came and said—“Sir, kindly fold 
your legs and sleep comfortably under this sheet.” This 
intelligent idea was appreciated by all. 

Similarly, if one’s income is less, he must reduce his 
needs. This is called wisdom. 
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Blind man’s Lamp 


God sent Jai and Vijay to earth to find out one person, who 
could be ceremoniously admitted in heaven. Both toured the 
earth and noted details of good and devoted persons. They also 
saw an old blind man sitting with a lamp near the road. They 
asked—“You old man ! Why are you sitting here away from 
your home, in the night? Please tell us the reason.” 

Blind old man replied—‘Is it necessary that we should work 
for our own benefit? Every person of this world is like me. In the 
night, people walk easily in the light of my lamp. This gives me 
immense pleasure. Is it not better than selfishness?” 

On return, they told everything to God. This blind 

man was considered best of all. 

Deities very respectfully 

brought him to 

heaven on a 

palanquin. 

He was given 

the highest 

seat among 

all virtuous 
persons. 
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Arrogant Python 


A python was very proud of his large size and strength. He 
thought that he would crush to death anybody by tightening 
his grip. He saw a lion near the door of temple. It was made of 
marble. Python considered it to be real one and became very 
angry and said—“Even powerful animals run away due to fear 
on seeing me but you are still there. I will teach you a lesson.” 
Marble lion could not say anything. 

Python rushed and took the lion in its grip. He applied all 
his power to crush it but failed. He became all the more angry 
and applied more and more force. He also attacked with his 
hood. Result was that he was badly injured and started 
bleeding. Realizing his foolishness, he went 
back to his den. 

Arrogant persons always suffer. 
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Sweet Words 


A beautiful young man used to sell honey. His voice was 
also sweet like honey and people collected near him to 
purchase honey. He was doing a good business. 

An ill-tempered person saw him and felt jealous. He also 
decided to sell honey. Next day, he took a pitcher of honey on 
his head and went to sell. His voice was very harsh and people 
avoided him. Throughout the day, he cried—‘Take honey, 
take honey,’ but none came to him. Tired and depressed, he 
returned home. Seeing his condition his wife understood 
everything and smilingly said—“Honey of ill-tempered and 
harsh persons is also bitter. Dear ! You may have no wealth 
but at least you can make your voice sweet.’ 

Such difference between people is due to their inner 
feelings and Sanskars. If one determines, he can change his 
nature. 

Sweet words and good behaviour wins friends. 
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10 


Result of Penance 


A person was going on the road. A large tree nearby said to 
him—“Whenever you will hit me with a stone, I will give you 
fruits as gift. This is my firm resolve. I may be injured but I do not 
believe in stone-for-stone.” 

The person was annoyed and said—“I have nothing to eat, 
but you are full of flowers and fruits. Is this not injustice of God?” 

Tree laughed and said—“Why are you so jealous ? Don’t you 
see my painful condition during autumn, when all my leaves fall. 


I get these fruits as a result of my penance. You may also get the 
fruits of hard 
labour.” 

Even plants of 
forest grow as 
huge trees then 
why a reasonable 
man can’t progress 
in life ? Instead of 
looking at others, 
one should make 
his own road to 


progress. 
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10.30 


Self made Person 


Father of Ishwarchandra 
Vidyasagar was doing some 
job. His monthly salary was 
rupees three. It was very 
difficult to meet the expenses 
of the big family in three 
rupees. In such a pitiable 
condition, how to arrange fo 
Iswarchandra’s schooling ? 
His father was distressed for_. 
his inability to satisfy his 
son’s desire to study. 

Ishwarchandra found a_ 
way out. He borrowed books _ 
from his friends, who were 


going to — and 
studied. One day, he 
wrote on the floor with 
|charcoal and showed it 
_ |to his father. Seeing his 
jeraving for education, 
jhis father got him 
) jadmitted in village 
// _|school. Ishwarchandra 
“|passed every class in 
first division. 
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There was again financial hurdle in the way of further 
studies. Ishwarchandra decided his course of action and said 
to his father—“I need only my parent’s blessings. Please get 
me admitted to some school. I will not take any money from 
you for my studies.” 

His father got him admited in Sanskrit College at 
Calcutta (now Kolkata). Ishwarchandra’s service, devotion, 
labour and talent influenced his teachers. His college fee was 
exempted. For books, he took help of his friends. In spare 
time, he worked as a labourer to earn for his living. By the age 
of nineteen, he became master of Grammar, literature, 
scriptures and Vedas. He became famous as Jshwarchandra 
Vidyasagar. He was a self-made person. 
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10 
Associates of Laziness 


Once devil decided to leave his job and renounce the world. He 
started selling his property. People came in large number to 
purchase things. Things like intoxication, back-biting, jealousy, 
dishonesty, fashion, etc were in great demand. People purchased 
them heartily. Those, who could not purchase, repented. 

Devil kept one thing with him and sold all. He was not prepared 
to sell that. People said—“Devil ! When you are renouncing the 
world, why you are keeping this one? Sell it also and be totally free.” 

Devil said—“This is my most lovely, costly and miraculous 
thing. If need be I can get from this all that I have sold today. IfI am 
not happy by renouncing the world, I will again start my old job. If1 
sell it, my whole existence will be in danger.” 

Curious people asked—“At least tell us the name of that 
precious thing.” 

Proudly he replied—“This is laziness. With this, I may get all 
that I need.” 

Laziness is never alone. It’s close friends like intoxication, back- 
ing, dishonesty, 
jealousy etc 
Waey always come 
@ a: ? with it. Hence, 
‘Ne ) one should 


=  neverbe lazy. 
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